ENGLISH

LD SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS WORLDWIDE 
The following list of suggestions and strategies has been created to support all teachers in their efforts to teach students who learn differently better and more effectively.  The ideas have been taken from the work of experts in the field of LD (learning differences/specific learning disabilities) the world over, and they are of benefit to all students, not just those with LD.  

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Teachers are urged to re-examine the notion of what is "fair." "Fair" does not mean that every student gets the same treatment, but that every student gets what he or she needs. LD is a neurological condition that is beyond the control of the individual. This student is more normal than different, and different does not mean defective. There are degrees of LD, mild, moderate and severe. It might go undiagnosed as late as secondary school, university, or even never at all. 

2. The younger the child is diagnosed, the more often remediation is possible. When a student is older, you should deal more with coping strategies and self-advocacy skills. 

3. There are different kinds of intelligence and different learning styles. It is usually the students who have good linguistic, logical and mathematical abilities who are the most successful in school. However other types of intelligence, such as musical, environmental, spiritual, bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, spatial, and intrapersonal are also valuable, and add much to the knowledge and enjoyment of life. These intelligences also need to be recognized and educated. 

4. Learning is best when brought through the modalities of hearing, sight, touch and movement - multi-sensory teaching. Most students retain 10% of what they read, 20% of what they hear, 30% of what they see, 50% of what they see and hear, 70% of what they say, and 90% of what they say and do. A cumulative, highly structured, sequential approach, which uses multi-sensory materials and software, is what is needed. 

5. It is important to remember that LD students may take up to ten times longer to learn and will tire quickly. They have to try harder, which can be exhausting. Be aware that the pace of the normal class is likely to be too fast because they often need more time to process language. Make a conscious effort not to speak too quickly. 

6. Make sure that the student feels safe and secure in your classroom and in your presence. Remember that all students, including LD students, have good days and bad days. Performance inconsistency is part of the problem, and it results in a great deal of the frustration felt by the LD student. 

7. Be prepared to learn from the parents. Interest, involve and work closely with them. You need each other's help. Frequent contact should occur, once a day, once a week, or once a month depending on need. Use whatever works - home/school agendas, face-to-face meetings, phone calls or emails. 

8. Ensure that information concerning the student is passed on when the student is in transition from one teacher to another, from one year to another, from one school to another, and from one country to another. Do not assume that this will be done automatically. 

9. Keep your education ongoing. Get support for yourself. Draw on colleagues' expertise. Do not be afraid to acknowledge what you don't know. 

SUGGESTED STRATEGIES

1. Encourage pupils to be aware of and to evaluate the strategies they used to study and to learn. Study skills, like note taking and time organization, need to be actively taught.

2. LD students need a lot of structure. Lists of the day's routines and expected behavior can be of great help. Give plenty of warning when changes are made to the timetable, teacher or task.

3. LD students might have difficulty with such organizational tasks as keeping their things tidy at school, getting dressed, remembering their PE kit, looking for something they have lost, packing their school bag, and organizing the equipment needed for homework. The teacher should work with the student and the parents to devise strategies to help with organization, such as lists, timetables, and color-coded books.

4. LD students often need to be taught how to ask questions. All students, especially ones with LD, need to feel comfortable seeking assistance.

5. Break down learning into small, sequential tasks. Give specific examples.

6. Use lots of visual aids, such as overhead projectors, films, videos, slides, chalkboards, computer graphics, diagrams, charts, highlighting, underlining, arrows and pictures to illustrate all subjects, including the teaching of language. 

7. Repeat, repeat, repeat - both old and new materials, in different ways.

8. Provide the amount of structure and support that the student needs, not the amount of support and structure traditional for that grade or that classroom or subject.

9. Don't expect the student to listen and do simultaneously. For example, note taking can be extremely difficult for some.

10. Mark positively - tick the good bits. Mark for content - not presentation.

11. Allow the use of any learning tool necessary, such as tape recorders, spell checkers, misspellers dictionaries, laptops, voice-activated software, text readers and calculators. Teach keyboard and word-processing skills beginning in the primary school.

12.  At all times avoid the use of sarcasm, continual and negative criticism, or bringing attention to the students' different needs in front of their peers. Recognize that these students will respond significantly better when encouraged, and when positive achievements are noticed and mentioned.

13.  Playtime should not be used to complete work.

14.  Catch the student being good and reward this behavior.

15.  Most importantly, seek opportunities to praise and build self-esteem. 
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